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120 Year Anniversary
of St. Michael the Archangel (the Garrison) Church of Kaunas




»Ateikite pas mane visi, kurie vargstate ir esate prislégti: as jus
atgaivinsiu!“ - skelbia jrasas misy Baznycios skliaute. Ir jau 120
mety atéje Cia Zmonés patiria, kad Sis Viespaties paZadas virsta
realybe. Nuosirdziai linkime, kad dar daugybé Zmoniy karty rasty ¢ia
prieglobstj ir patirty visa gaivinantj Dievo veikimg.

Vidas Butkus

Nuo vaikystés prisimenu smilkaly kvapg, kai savo mociute lydédavau
baznycion. Prisimenu ir jos ZodZius, kuriuos tik véliau, budami
suauge, supratome. — Tai ne misy valioje kazkg pakeisti sau palankia
linkme Sioje Zeméje, tai visiskas pasitikéjimas Dievo valia ir nuoSirdi
malda veda mus iSganymo link. Nepalizk, stiprink savo tikéjimg,
sujungdamas savo maldos ZodZius j tylig gyvenimo simfonijg, ir tu
pajausi Dievo buvimg $alia. Ech, tas baznycios smilkaly kvapas...
Vytautas Mikaila
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Baznycia - ne pastato sienos. Ji -
bendruomené, kviecianti patirti
bendrysteés dZiaugsmag.

Mielieji

Jasy démesiui pristatomas leidinys apie Kauno Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Igulos)
bazny¢ia, Siemet §venciancia 120-uosius jubiliejinius gyvavimo metus. Nors
baznycios gyvenime tai néra labai daug, ta¢iau didingo neobizantinio sakrali-
nio pastato erdvése vystyta sielovadiné veikla sukaupé turtingg istorijg.

Sventovés istorija prasideda carinés Rusijos okupacijos laikotarpiu. 1890
1895 m. Kauno miesto centre pastatyti tuometinés Rusijos imperijos kariuo-
menés stadiatikiy kariy maldos namai - Sventyjy apastaly Petro ir Povilo
soboras. Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metais jj uzémeé ir naudojosi Vokietijos
kariuomenés kariai. 1918 m. Lietuvai tapus nepriklausoma valstybe, $ventové
transformuojama j Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Jgulos) kataliky bazny¢ia ir tampa
Lietuvos kariuomenéje ir statutinése struktiirose tarnaujanciy ir dirbanciy
sielovados centru. Nors Antrasis pasaulinis karas ir sovietiné okupacija pako-
regavo baznyc¢ios gyvenima savaip — nuo 1962 m. ji buvo uzdaryta ir paversta
meno galerija — labai dziugu, kad 1990 m. Lietuvai vél tapus nepriklausoma
valstybe atgimé ir §ventové.

1991 m. pastatg grazinus tikintiesiems, bendruomenés ir savo pasaukimui
atsidavusiy kunigy rapesciu atnaujinta 1996 m. Kauno arkivyskupo metro-
polito dekretu Jgulos bazny¢ia vél tampa Lietuvos kariuomenéje tarnaujanciy
ir dirbanc¢iy dvasingumo oaze.

2000 m. Sventajam Sostui isteigus Lietuvos kariuomenés Ordinariatg, o Lie-
tuvos kariuomenés vyskupui suformavus kapelionatus Kauno Jgulos $ventové
tapo Kauno jgulos kapelionato sielovados baze. Siuo metu Sv. arkangelo
Mykolo (Jgulos) bazny¢ia vienija Kauno regione tarnaujancius ir dirbancius:
Lietuvos kariuomenéje, policijoje, prie§gaisrinés apsaugos ir gelbéjimo tarny-
boje, vieSojo saugumo tarnyboje, prokuratiroje, tardymo izoliatoriuje, $auliy
sajungoje, MRU Vie$ojo saugumo fakultete. Sventovéje vykstantis aktyvus
sielovadinis gyvenimas duoda grazius dvasingumo vaisius. Suburta kapelio-
nato bendruomené, aktyviai veikia vaiky, jaunimo ir $eimy sielovados sekci-
jos, vyksta kultiiriné, edukaciné veikla, puoseléjamos naujos tradicijos.

Tikimés, jog Sioje knygoje atskleista §ventovés istorija ir nadienos kapelio-
nato bendruomenés gyvenimo puslapiai padés pamatyti vidinj Kauno Jgu-
los bazny¢ios grozj, patirti kriks¢ioniskos bendrystés dziaugsma! Jj patirti
ir puoseleéti linkime kiekvienam knygos skaitytojui!

Baznycios rektorius ir kapelionato bendruomené nuosirdziai dékoja vi-
siems, padéjusiems parengti ir isleisti §j leidyklos ,Terra Publica“ leidinj.

Bazny¢ios rektorius, Kauno jgulos kapelionato kapelionas

kun. Tomas Karklys
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Kaip dosniai gamta apdovanojo tg slénj, kuriame susitikusios
viena kitai rankg broliskai padavé dvi nuostabiausios Lietuvos
upes! Kas bent kiek yra mates svetimy Saliy gamtos groZj, nors ir
Zavéjosi jomis, vis délto tas neatsistebés tuo jstabiu sléniu, auks-
tais, Zaluma apaugusiais Nemuno krantais. (...) Didi ir nuostabi
yra misy placioji Lietuva!'

Grafas Konstantinas Tiskevicius

Atsizvelgdami j dviejy upiy santakos suformuotg ypatinga
gamtinj reljefa, tinkama krastovaizdj ir svarbig strategine pozi-
cijg, XIX a. aStuntajame deSimtmetyje carinés Rusijos imperi-
jos inZinieriai Kaung pasirinko didelés fortinés tvirtovés staty-
bai. 1882-1890 m. mieste ir apylinkése buvo statomas pirmasis
Kauno tvirtovés forty Ziedas, Zemuosiuose Sanciuose, Pane-
munéje ir Fredoje kuriami kariniai miesteliai, Naujamiestyje
i$dygo daug administraciniy pastaty. Per visa Kauno tvirtovés
gyvavimo laikotarpj mieste buvo pastatytos net septynios sta-
ciatikiy cerkveés®.

Kiek anksciau, t. y. 1847 m., caras Nikolajus I patvirtino Kau-
no miesto Naujamiescio plana, kuriame buvo numatyta $ios
miesto dalies rytiniame pakrastyje statyti kataliky bazny¢ia.
Nikolajaus prospekto (dabartiné Laisvés aléja) pradzioje supla-
nuota sakraliniam pastatui skirta aiksté. Joje jrengtas fontanas.
Taciau jsibégéjus Kauno tvirtovés statyboms $ioje vietoje nu-
spresta pastatyti svarbiausius Kauno tvirtovés jgulos maldos
namus - Sv. Petro ir Povilo soborg (rus. ITemponasnosckuii
Cobop). Pries pradedant statyti Soborg uz parapijos tikinciyjy
lé3as, aikstéje buvo suresta laikina mediné rusisko stiliaus
koply¢ia®. 1891-1895 m. vyko intensyvus susira$inéjimas tarp

1 K. Tiskevicius. Neris ir jos krantai. Vilnius, 1992, p. 300;
I'ykosckuit, Koncrautus ITaBnosnd. Iopod Kosua: Kpamkuii ucm.-
cmam. Ouepk. KoBna: Tum. I'y6. mpasi., 1904.

2 1. Veliuté. Kauno tvirtoves istorinis bei architektirinis paveldas ir jo
animavimo galimybés (daktaro disertacija). Kaunas, 2012.

3 N. Luksionyté-Tolvaisiené. Gubernijos laikotarpis Kauno
architekturoje. Kaunas, 2001, p. 32.

It is surprising how generous nature was when it favoured the
valley where two the most wonderful Lithuanian rivers met and
gave each other a friendly hand! Even if someone admired the
beauty of the nature of the foreign countries, they would still be
amazed by the splendour of the valley and the tall banks of the
Nemunas River, which are overgrown with greenery. (...) Lithua-
nia, our wide country, is really great and wonderfull®

Count Konstantinas Tiskevicius

In the eighth decade of the 19th century the engineers of the
tsarist Russian Empire chose Kaunas as the best place for
building a large fortress with forts taking into account that the
location had a particular natural terrain formed by the conflu-
ence of two rivers, proper landscape and an important strategic
position. During the period from 1882 to 1890 the first ring of
forts of the Kaunas fortress was being built and cantonments
were established in Zemieji Sanciai, Panemuné and Freda. A
lot of administrative buildings appeared in the New Tow (Lith.
Naujamiestis). Seven Orthodox churches were built in Kaunas
during the period of existence of the Kaunas fortress?.

A little earlier, in 1847, Tsar Nicholas I approved the Kaunas
New Town project with the plan to build a Catholic church

in the eastern segment of this part of the city. A square for a
sacral building was planned at the beginning of the Nicholas
Avenue (presently Liberty Avenue, Lith. Laisvés aléja). A foun-
tain was built in the square. However, during the construction
of the Kaunas fortress it was decided to build the most impor-
tant house of prayer of the Kaunas fortress Garrison - the Ca-
thedral of St. Peter and Paul (Rus. Ilerpomnasnosckuit Co60p).
Prior to construction of the Cathedral from the donations of
the faithful of the parish, a temporary wooden chapel® was
built in Russian style. From 1891 to 1895 an intense corre-
spondence took place between various authority services
because of relocation of this chapel somewhere closer to the
Nemunas River. A chapel rebuilding plan while using the brick
foundation was prepared and approved for this purpose.
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jvairiy tarnyby dél $ios koply¢ios perkélimo kur nors prie However, the permission for construction most likely
Nemuno. Tuo tikslu buvo paruostas ir patvirtintas koplycios had not been issued*. On November 10, 1890° the
perstatymo ant muriniy pamaty planas, ta¢iau leidimas statyti construction of the Cathedral was approved by the
grei¢iausiai nebuvo i$duotas*. 1890 m. lapkric¢io 10 d.° Soboro Emperor, thus the largest Kaunas Orthodox church at
statyba palaimino imperatorius, taigi iki 1895 m.° ¢ia buvo that time was built before 1895°.

pastatyta didziausia tuometiniame Kaune stadiatikiy cerkve.

Kauno Naujamiestis pries Soboro statybg, iki 1895 m.

Kaunas New Town before the construction of the Cathedral,
until 1895

Kauno panorama, apie 1914-1918 m. Medineés koplycios projektas, 1893 m.
Panorama of Kaunas in around 1914-1918 Project of the wooden chapel, 1893

4 KAA.EI-61,ap.2,b. 6021, p. 1-7.

5 Dab. 1890 m. lapkric¢io 22 d.; ver¢iant datas i§ senojo Julijaus
kalendoriaus j $iandieninj Grigaliaus iki 1900 m. kovo 12 d. reikia
pridéti 12 dieny, o nuo 1900 m. kovo 13 d. iki 1917 m. spalio
revoliucijos reikia pridéti 13 dieny

6 L. A.IluroBud. Xpamot apmuil u gnoma. Ilsaturopck, 1913, c. 165.
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Kauno jgulos soboras, XIX a. pabaiga
The Cathedral of Kaunas Garrison, the end of the 19th century
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“Winnenansicht)
Sventovés interjeras Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metais. A. Ratz
atvirukas, 1914-1918 m.

Interior of the sanctuary during the years of the First World
War. Postcard of A. Ratz, 1914-1918



1891 m. iskilmingo Soboro statybos atidarymo metu j pamatus
altoriaus vietoje specialiai paliktoje maZoje ni$oje buvo jdéta
mediné lentelé su uzrasu: ,Vardan $ventyjy Petro ir Povilo. Si
cerkvé buvo pradéta statyti 1891 m. birzelio 29 d. Kauno tvir-
tovéje valdant jo didenybei dievobaimingajam VALDOVUI
IMPERATORIUT ALEKSANDRUI III*. Iki $iol rasiuose isli-
kusioje marmurinéje lentoje skelbiamas uzrasas, kad ,,Cerkvés
statyba pradéta 1890 metais, pabaigta 1895 metais; vietg jai
parinko pirmasis Kauno tvirtovés komendantas péstininky
generolas Klemas.“ Sios dvi datos atsirado dél to, kad cerkvés
projektas buvo patvirtintas 1890 m. lapkric¢io ménesj ir tai lai-
koma oficialia statybos pradzios data.

Maldos namams buvo pasirinkta bazilikinés $ventyklos forma,
tai turéjo susvelninti konfesinj priesi$kuma ir priminti bendras
krik$¢ionybés istakas. Tiksliy Ziniy, kodél pasirinktas toks
stilius, néra i8likusiy, ta¢iau Rusijos imperijos pakras¢iuose
XIX a. pabaigoje vyravo bizantiniy formy cerkvés®. Remiantis
kai kuriais tyrimais uzsimenama, jog projektas buvo panasus

i Zymaus rusy architekto Nikolajaus Benua tipinés cerkvés
projekta’. Marinés §ventovés autoriui — karo inZzinierjui Kons-
tantinui Limarenkai — po sékmingos cerkvés statybos buvo
suteiktas pulkininko laipsnis. Projekta prizitiréjo bizantisko-
sios architektiros Zinovas, Sankt Peterburgo architektas akade-
mikas D. Grimas ir plk. Vladimiras Nepliujevas.

7 Coopymenue Kosernckozo kpenocmmozo Ilemponasnosckozo co6opa.
Kosna: tum. X. JleiiBanpa, 1895, c. 3-4.

8 N. Luksionyté-Tolvaisiené. Gubernijos laikotarpis Kauno
architekturoje. Kaunas, 2001, p. 32.

9 D. Pikdriené. Interjero meniné koncepcija. Kaunas, 1993 (rankrastis
saugomas KPK Kauno teritoriniame padalinyje).
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In 1891, during the solemn opening ceremony of the construc-
tion of the Cathedral, a wooden plate had been placed in a
small niche at the location of the altar with the following in-
scription: “For the sake of St. Peter and Paul. The construction
of this Orthodox church was started on June 29, 1891, during
the reign of his Majesty, the devout ruler Emperor Alexander
IIT7. There is an extant inscription on a marble plate which
publicizes the facts that: “The construction of the Orthodox
church was started in 1890 and finished in 1895; the site was
chosen by Klemm, the First superintendent of the Kaunas
Fortress and the General of pawns”. These two dates appeared
because the project of the Orthodox church was approved in
November, 1890 and this date was considered the official be-
ginning of the construction.

The design of the Basilica style temple was chosen for this house
of prayer as it was intended to smooth over the confessional en-
mity and remind of the common origins of Christianity. There
is no precise information on why this style was chosen, however,
the Orthodox churches of Byzantine style* dominated on the
periphery of Russia at the end of the 19th century. According to
some studies, it is being mentioned that the project was similar
to the typical one’, designed by the famous Russian architect
Nicholas Benois. The author of the brick temple was the mili-
tary engineer Konstantin Limarenko, who was given the rank
of colonel after the successful construction of the Orthodox
church. The project was supervised by the proficient of Byzan-
tine architecture, academician and architect from St. Petersburg
D. Grim and colonel Vladimir Nepliujev.
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Masyvi Jgulos Soboro architektira reprezentuoja bizantiska
centriskos kupolinés §ventovés tipa. ,,Pagrindinis taris vienti-
sas ir artimas kubui. Jj vainikuoja 5 kupolai - didelis pagrin-
dinis ir 4 mazieji, kurie vidaus erdvéje beveik neatsispindi.
Didysis kupolas remiasi j pusapskritémis arkomis sujungtus
keturis masyvius pilonus. Kupolo skersmuo (16,3 m) tik
ketvirtadaliu maZesnis nei garsiojo Isakijaus soboro Sankt
Peterburge. Kupolai apdengti cinko skarda su paauksuotais
krastais.“!° Privalomas kupoly skai¢ius (penki) buvo nustatytas
staciatikiy sinodo, viena jo prasmiy - simbolizuoti Kristaus
7aizdas. ,Sventovés orientacija tradiciné: rytuose - altoriné
dalis su nedidele lenkta apside, vakaruose - jéjimas, pabréztas
nuo sienos atitrauktu kolony portiku. Planas artimas kvadratui
ir tik iSoréje portiky bei laipty déka i$ryskinta graikisko kry-
Ziaus konfiguracija.“!! Visi Soboro fasadai, i§skyrus rytinj, yra
vienodi ir grieztai simetriski. ,,Portiky Sonuose suglaustos ko-
lonos laiko antablements, ties viduriu nutrauktg didelés arkos,
kurioje jgilintas portalas. Rytiniame fasade vietoje portiko yra
penkiasiené apsidé.“!? Soboras yra sunkiy proporcijy monu-
mentalus pastatas, turéjes aiskiai atskleisti savo funkcijg ir tar-
nauti kaip pagrindiniai Kauno tvirtovés jgulos maldos namai.

10 J. Puzinas. I§ Kauno bazny¢iy istorijos. In: Savivaldybé. 1929 01,
p. 18.

11 N. Luksionyté-Tolvai$iené. Gubernijos laikotarpis Kauno
architekturoje. Kaunas, 2001, p. 32.

12 Lietuvos architektiros istorija. T. IIL. Vilnius, 2000, p. 321-322.

The massive architecture of the Garrison Sobor represents

the Byzantine type of the shrine with the central dome. “The
main volume is solid and close to a cube. It is crowned by 5
domes - a large main dome and 4 small ones, which are al-
most unnoticeable in the inner space. The large dome leans on
four massive pylons which are joined by semicircle arches. The
diameter of the dome (16.3 m) is only a quarter smaller than
the dome of Isaakievskiy Sobor in Saint Petersburg. The domes
are covered with zinc tin and have gilded edges'””. The man-
datory number of domes (five domes) was determined by the
Orthodox Synod, and one of the meanings was to symbolize
Christ’s wounds. “The shrine is orientated in a traditional way:
there is the altar site with a small curve - shaped apse in its
eastern part and the entrance in the western part. The entrance
is accentuated by a portico of pillars which is located at some
distance from the wall. The plan is almost square-shaped but a
configuration' of a Greek Cross is highlighted through porti-
cos and stairs on the outside”. All the facades of the Cathedral
are equal and strictly symmetrical except the eastern facade.
“The pillars are very close to each other and stand on the sides
of the porticos while holding the entablature. There is a big
arch in the middle of the entablature and the portal is recessed
into it. A pentahedron' apse is built instead of the portico in
the eastern fagade” The Cathedral is a monumental building
of the heavy proportions, intended to reveal its function and
serve as the main house of prayer of Kaunas Fortress Garrison.
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Masyvis bizantiskos Sventovés kupolai

Massive domes of the Byzantine sanctuary

o

-

-

n

Sv. arkangelo Mykolo baznycios kupolai is paukscio skrydzio Sventovés penkiasiené apsidé rytiniame fasade
Domes of the Church of St. Michael the Archangel from the Pentahedron apse in the eastern facade of the sanctuary
birds eye view
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Maldos namy planas ankstyvojo sovietmecio remonto byloje, 1949 m.

A plan of the house of prayer in the construction file from the early Soviet period, 1949



Cerkvés autorius K. Limarenka, pasak prof. dr. Nijolés Luk-
Sionytes, ,gal neturéjo dideliy kirybiniy ambicijy ir gilaus
architektarinio i$silavinimo, taciau buvo puikus statyby orga-
nizatorius. Kauno sobore pritaiké naujausius technikos laimé-
jimus: bugno sienoms - tusc¢iavidures plytas, kupolo perdan-
gai — gelzbetonio konstrukcija (tai ankstyviausias gelzbetonio
panaudojimo pavyzdys Kaune).“!* Dél $ios priezasties kupolo
dydis pranoko kitus to laikotarpio statinius. Soboro statybai
naudotos ypa¢ kokybiskos medziagos: ,,$lifuotas granitas
cokoliui ir laiptams atgabentas i§ Suomijos, grindys isklotos
metlacho plytelémis, altoriuose ir choruose panaudota dirbti-
nio marmuro mozaika, paaukstinimas priesais ikonostasg pa-
darytas i$ pilko poliruoto akmens. Kolonos stovi ant metaliniy
baziy (lieto ketaus ploks¢iy).“!* Sobore buvo jrengta moderni
$ildymo sistema - risyje stovéjo keturi i§ VarSuvos atvezti
ketaus kaloriferiai. Miro ir medZio darbus atliko rangovo pir-
klio F. S¢erbakovo samdomi meistrai i§ Cernigovo gubernijos.
Soboro varpinéje kabéjo dvylika Maskvoje pagaminty varpy
(didziausias i$ juy svéré apie 11,5 tonos'®), buvo sakoma, kad jy
skambesys girdéti toliau nei uz de$imt varsty, t. y. panasiai to-
kiu atstumu buvo pastatyti toliausi pirmojo ziedo fortai. Todél
juose esantys kariai $ventine dieng girdéjo varpy gausma'®.

13 N. Luksionyté-Tolvai$iené. Gubernijos laikotarpis Kauno
architektiroje. Kaunas, 2001, p. 32; Coopysenue Koserckozo
Kpenocmmozo Ilemponasnosckozo co6opa. Kosua: tuir. X.
JleviBanpa, 1895, c. 5.

14 N. Luksionyté-Tolvai$iené. Gubernijos laikotarpis Kauno
architekturoje. Kaunas, 2001, p. 32.

15 E. Dantas. ,,Zdes russkij duch®.. In: Diena. 1932-09-04.

16 Coopymcenue Koserckozo kpenocmrozo Ilemponaenosckozo cobopa.

Kosna: tumn. X. JleiiBanpa, 1895, c. 16-17.
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According to Prof. Dr. Nijolé Luksionyté, the author of the
Orthodox church K. Limarenko “perhaps did not possess the
great creative traditions and decent architectural education,
but he was an excellent organizer of construction works.
While building the Kaunas Sobor, he adapted the latest tech-
nical achievements as used the hollow bricks for the drum
walls and reinforced concrete construction for the ceiling of
the dome (it was the earliest example of the use of reinforced
concrete in Kaunas'®)”. Because of this reason the size of the
dome surpassed other buildings of that period. Especially high
quality materials were used for construction of the Cathedral:
“polished granite for the socle and stairs was brought from
Finland; the floor was tiled with mettlach tiles; a mosaic of
artificial marble was used in altars and choir galleries; and a
dais in front of iconostasis was made of grey polished stone.
The pillars stand on the metal bases (slabs of cast iron)'*”. A
modern heating system was installed in the Cathedral —four
cast iron heaters were brought from Warsaw and installed in
the basement. Brickwork and woodwork was performed by
the hired craftsmen of a contractor and merchant F. S¢erbakov
from Chernigov Province. Twelve bells, which were made in
Moscow, were hung in the belfry of the Cathedral (the larg-
est bell weighed about 11.5 tons®). It was being told that the
sound of the bells was heard in the distance of over ten versts,
i.e. the distance of the furthest forts of the first ring. This is
why the soldiers who were present in the forts could hear the
sound of the bells'é on the festal days.
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1894 m. kovo ménesj Adolfas Ferdinandovic¢ius Tréjus su
Kauno tvirtovés valdyba pasirasé kontrakta, kuriuo jsiparei-
gojo visg Soboro interjerg iStapyti ,prabangia ornamentika
rusy bizantiskuoju stiliumi.“ Siame kontrakte numatyta, kad
visi kupolai bus i§dazyti zydra spalva su aukso Zvaigzdémis.
Mazuosiuose kupoluose per centrg turéjo buti i$tapyti orna-
mentuoti kryziai, serafimy, keturiy evangelisty ir $ventyjy
atvaizdai. Ant piliastry ir pilony sieny bei aplink langus turéjo
atsirasti gausi ornamentika ir mozaikos. Skliautg prie jéjimo

i maldos namus taip pat planuota i$tapyti Zydrai su aukso
zvaigzdémis. A. E Tréjus visus vidaus tapybos darbus turéjo
atlikti ne véliau kaip iki 1895 m. kovo ménesio, uz tai jam buvo
pazadétas daugiau nei 10 takst. rubliy atlygis".

Sobore buvo jrengti trys altoriai: didysis altorius buvo skirtas
$ventyjy apastaly Petro ir Povilo garbei, desinysis — §ventujy
kankiniy Sofijos, Veros, Nadezdos ir Liuboveés, o kairysis —
$ventojo Nikolajaus stebukladario®. Tkonostasas bei sieny
kompozicijos iStapyti laikantis cerkviy dekoravimo kanony.
Soboro interjere buvo 122 paveikslai ikonostasuose ir 10 spe-
cialiose cinkuotose kaltinése dézutése, sienos buvo i$piestos
266 kolonomis'. Prie§ i§tapant auksuotas sienas tiems laikams
moderniais aliejiniais dazais, pirma kartg tokio tipo objekte
buvo panaudotas tinko drenazas, kad sieniné tapyba iglikty
kiek galima ilgiau. Siuose maldos namuose vienu metu galéjo
melstis apie 3000 Zmoniy.

Sobore tuo metu tarnavo protojeréjus (rus. Hacmosmens
npomouepeti), du dvasininkai, diakonas ir du patarnautojai.
Soborui buvo priskirta ir netoliese esan¢iame miesto lazarete
jkurta Zacharijaus $v. Elzbietos cerkvé®.

17 KAA.F.1-465, ap. 1,b. 77, p. 1-5.

18 T. A. ITuroBuy. Xpamvt apmuti u ¢pnoma. Ilamueopck, 1913, c.
165-167.

19 K. II. TyxoBckmit. [opod Kosna: Kpamxuii ucm.-cmam. Ouepk.
Kosna: tum. I'y6. mpas., 1904, c. 56-57.

20 T. A. ITurowa. Xpamor apmuti u pnoma. Ilamueopck, 1913, c.
165-167.

In March, 1894 Adolph Ferdinandovich Trey signed a contract
with the administration of the Kaunas Fortress and this doc-
ument was a commitment to paint the interior of the Sobor
“in the Russian Byzantine style while using a luxurious orna-
mentation”. The contract provided that all the domes should
be painted in the colour azure with golden stars. Ornamented
crosses and images of seraphims, the four evangelists and the
saints were supposed to be painted along the central line on
the surfaces of the small domes. Rich ornamentation and mo-
saics had to appear on the walls of pilasters and pylons, and
around the windows. It was also planned to paint the vault at
the entrance of the house of prayer in colour azure and gold
stars. A. F. Trey was obliged to do all the work of inside paint-
ing not later than March, 1895 and remuneration'” of more
than 10 thousand rubles was promised to be paid to him for
this work.

Three altars were built in the Cathedral: the grand altar was
dedicated to honour the Saint apostles Peter and Paul, the altar
on the right - the Saint martyrs Sophia, Vera, Nadezhda, and
Lyubov and the left altar was dedicated to honour St. Nicholas
the Thaumaturge'®. The iconostasis and wall compositions

were painted according to the canons of the Orthodox church
decoration. There were 122 paintings in the iconostases and 10
paintings in the special galvanized hammered boxes in the inte-
rior of the Cathedral, and the walls had 266 pillars" painted on.
Stucco drainage was used for the first time in the object of this
type before the painting the walls with gold paint. It was done in
order for the wall painting to stay longer. Around 3.000 people
could worship in this house of prayer at the same time.

A senior cleric (Rus. Hacmosmenv npomouepei), two clergy-
men, a deacon and two attendants served in the Cathedral at
the time. The Orthodox Church of Zachary and St. Elizabeth®
which was located in the nearby city hospital unit was a part of
the Cathedral.
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Interjero tapybos fragmentas

Sraigtiniai laiptai, XIX a.
Fragment of the painting of the old interior

Spiral staircase, 19th century
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Autentiskos metlacho grindy plytelés
Authentic mettlach floor tiles

Pagrindinés Sventovés durys

Main door of the sanctuary
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1914 m. prasidéjus Pirmajam pasauliniam karui Kauno tvirtové
intensyviai ruo$ési Vokietijos puolimui. 1915 m. liepos méne-
sj, remiantis Kauno tvirtovés komendanto jsakymu, nuo visy
kataliky ir staciatikiy maldos namy, tarp jy - ir kariuomenés
cerkviy, buvo praSoma nuimti varpus ir panaudoti juos karo
reikméms?'. Daugiau negu per du desimtmecius artimai susigy-
vene miestas ir tvirtové vos per kelias dienas susvetiméjo ir pasi-
daré dviejy tarpusavyje kariaujanciy valstybiy masio lauku.

Kauno tvirtovés pozicijos buvo puolamos nuo 1915 m. liepos

24 d. (dab. 1915 m. rugpjucio 6 d.) iki rugpjacio 4 d. (dab.

1915 m. rugpjucio 17 d.)*. 1915 m. rugpjucio 5 d. (dab. 1915 m.
rugpjucio 18 d.) Kauno tvirtové atiteko vokiec¢iams. Tac¢iau Kau-
no tvirtovés administracija toliau dirbo Rusijai ir tik 1916 m.
buvo jsteigta Kauno tvirtovés likvidacijos valdyba, kuri naujiems
$eimininkams turéjo perduoti tvirtovés objektus ir sutvarkyti
kitus su tvirtovés statyba ir veikla susijusius dokumentus®.

Tais paciais 1916 m., remiantis specialiai tam sudarytos komi-
sijos, kuriai vadovavo vyr. adjutantas Krukovskis, nutarimu, i§
Kauno tvirtovés Soboro buvo prasoma i§veiti septynias skry-
nias jvairaus baznytinio turto. Komisijos jsakyme buvo nurody-
ta viska perduoti j Gardino lazareto cerkve $ventiko Nikolajaus
Gavarino ir V. A. Kaigarodo zinion. Perduodamo turto aprase
minimi kryZiai, baznytiniai indai, drabuzZiai, altoriy uzdangalai
ir kitas inventorius. Taip pat nurodyta, kad pareikalavus Kauno
tvirtovés Stabui $is turtas privalo buti sugrazintas*. Aisku tik
tiek, kad vokieciai Soborg savo reikméms naudojo 1915-1917
m., tuo laikotarpiu ji vadinta Petro Povilo katedra (vok. Die
Peter Paul-Kathedrale)® arba tiesiog evangeliky Garnizono
(Igulos) bazny¢ia (vok. Evangelische Garnison-Kirche).

21 RVKIA. F. 13148, ap. 1, b. 3231, 1. 45, 49, 5.

22 RVKIA. F. 13148, ap. 1, b. 4287,1. 2.

23 L Veliuté. Kauno tvirtovés istorinis bei architekturinis paveldas ir jo
animavimo galimybeés (daktaro disertacija). Kaunas, 2012, p. 55-56.

24 RCVKIA. F. 13148, ap. 1, b.4281, c. 35-36.

25 Kowno ein Jahr Deutsch. In: Scheinwerfer. Bildbeilage zur Zeitung
der 10. Armee. 1916 m. rugpjucio 15 d.

When the First World War began in 1914, the Kaunas fortress
was intensely preparing for German attack. In July, 1915, ac-
cording to the edict of the Kaunas fortress superintendent, it
was requested to remove the bells from all the Catholic and
Orthodox houses of prayer, as well as from military Orthodox
churches in order to use them for military purposes?. The city
and the fortress, which were the two friendly sides during the
period of more than two decades, became distant and turned
into a battleground of the two countries at war.

The Kaunas fortress was being attacked from July 24, 1915
(presently it is August 6, 1915) to August 4, 1915 (now it is
August 17, 1915)*. On August 5, 1915 (presently it is August
18, 1915) Germans took over the Kaunas fortress. However,
the administration of the fortress continued working for Rus-
sia and only in 1916 the liquidation board of Kaunas fortress
was founded and it had to transfer the objects of the fortress to

23

the new possessors and to sort out other documents® related

to the building and running of the fortress.

In the same year of 1916, according to the resolution of the
commission headed by the senior adjutant Krukovsky, it was
requested to take away seven chests of the church property
from the Cathedral of the Kaunas fortress. It was indicated

in the edict that everything must be sent to the Orthodox
church of Grodno lazaret and given to the clergymen Nich-
olas Gavarin and V. A. Kaigarod. Crosses, church utensils,
clothes, altar covers ant other pieces of inventory were men-
tioned in the inventory list of the transported property. It was
also mentioned that this property must be returned* upon
request of the headquarters of the Kaunas fortress. It is clear
that the Germans used the Sobor for their needs during the
period of 1915-1917, and during that period it was called the
Cathedral of Peter and Paul (Ger. Die Peter Paul-Kathedrale)”
or simply Evangelical Garrison Church (Ger. Evangelische
Garnison-Kirche).



I8likusi tik trumpa Zinuté, kad jokiy poky¢iy per trejus metus
baznycioje padaryta nebuvo. Panasu, kad Vokietijos kariuome-
néje tarnave katalikai evangelikai meldési staciatikiy cerkvéje
interjerui neteikdami didesnés reik§meés®.
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Soboras Kauno panoramoje, 1914-1916 m.
The Cathedral in the panorama of Kaunas, 1914-1916

26 L. Veliuteé. Kosciot $w. Archaniota Michata — Sobér garnizonu - w
Kownie: to architektoniczny symbol duchowej niepodlegtoséci albo
intrygi w domu Boga. In: Sacrum Profanum, Profanum Sacrum.
Przemiany funkcji budowli sakralnych w XX wieku, t. 4, Gdansk,
2009, p. 87-91.
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A short message has survived, and it says that no changes were
done to the church within the period of three years. It seems
that the Catholics and Evangelicals who served in the German
army prayed in the Orthodox church and did not pay much

attention to the interior?.

Vokietijos kariuomenés generalinio Stabo karininkai ant Petro
ir Povilo katedros laipty, apie 1916 m.

Officers of the General Staff of the German Army on the stairs
of the Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul, around 1916

Tgulos baznycia ir ,konké® is Liudendorfo (dab. Gedimino)
gatvés Kaune, 1916 m.

The Garrison Church and horse-drawn tram “konké” from
Ludendorff (currently Gedimino) Street in Kaunas, 1916
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Iskilmés prie Jgulos baznycios, XX a. pr. Karo mokyklos isleistuviy iskilmés prie Kauno Jgulos bazny-
Celebration ceremony near the Garrison Church, beginning of Cios. Lietuvos Respublikos Prezidentas Aleksavndms Stulgins-
the 20th century kis, krasto apsaugos ministras Konstantinas Zukas, 1920 m.

Military school graduation ceremony near the Kaunas
Garrison Church. The President of the Republic of Lithuania
Aleksandras Stulginskis, and the Minister of the National
Defence Konstantinas Zukas, 1920

Po pamaldy Jgulos baznycioje, priekyje joja Lietuvos kariuo- Devintiniy procesija prie Jgulos baznycios, apie 1930 m.
menés vadas, gen. Itn. Juozas Kraucevicius, 1921 m.

Corpus Christi procession near the Garrison Church,
After the service at the Garrison Church, the Commander of around 1930

Lithuanian Armed Forces, LTG Juozas Kraucevicius rides in

front, 1921



1918 m. tuometinis Kauno jgulos kapelionas kunigas Bronius
Bumsa perémé bazny¢ia i§ vokieciy lietuviy kataliky kariy
reikméms. 1919 m. liepos 25 d. Ministry tarybos nutarimu
Soboras buvo pripazintas valstybés nuosavybe, pasventintas
kaip kataliky bazny¢ia Sv. arkangelo Mykolo titulu ir pavestas
Kauno jgulos reikalams. Kapelionas KAM jgaliojimu perémé
$iuos maldos namus i§ valstybés turty ministerijos, 0 1919 m.
rugpjicio 9 d. kreipési | Zemaiciy vyskupa, prasydamas leisti
jgulos kareiviams pamaldas perkelti j $ig bazny¢ig®.

1919 m. baznyc¢ios rektoriumi paskirtas Kauno jgulos kapelio-
nas Antanas Palubinskas. Remiantis kunigo Adolfo Sabaliaus-
ko rankras¢iu, tuo metu Jgulos bazny¢ia turéjo du altorius.
Didysis altorius buvo priekyje prie$ ikonostasa, kairéje pusé-
je — su Nukryziuotojo paveikslu. Netrukus uz tikin¢iyjy aukas
desinéje didZiojo altoriaus puséje buvo jrengtas altorius su
Sv¢. Motinos Lurdigkés statula.

1929 m. Jonas Puzinas rasé, kad ,,baznycios aukstis iki kry-
Ziaus vir§tnés siekia 26 sieksnius. Bendras bazny¢ios grindy
plotas su viskomis sudaro 230 kv. sieksniy. Statybai reikéjo
4300 000 plyty, 9000 kv. pédy skaldyto granito, 600 kub.
sieksn. uoly akmens, 75 000 pady kalkiy, 1000 statiniy alebas-

tro ir 4000 statiniy cemento. Statyba kastavo 375 000 rubliy“®.

27 KAKA. B. 124.

28 KAKA. B. 704, p. 87.

29 J. Puzinas. I§ Kauno bazny¢iy istorijos. In: Savivaldybé. 1929 01,
p- 18.
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In 1918, a chaplain and priest of Kaunas Garrison Church
Bronius Bumsa took the church over from the Germans for the
needs of Lithuanian Catholic soldiers. On July 25, 1919, accord-
ing to the Resolution of the Council of Ministers, the Cathedral
was announced the state property, consecrated as the Catholic
church, while giving it the title of St. Michael the Archangel and
assigned for the needs of Kaunas Garrison. The chaplain took
this house of prayer over from the State Property Ministry un-
der the mandate of MND, and in 1919 he addressed the bishop
of Samogitians and asked for a permission to transfer the Garri-
son soldier church service to this church?.

In 1919, the chaplain of Kaunas Garrison Antanas Palubinskas
was appointed a rector of this church. According to the man-
uscript of the priest Adolfas Sakalauskas, the Garrison church
had two altars at that time. The grand altar was in the forepart,
in front of the iconostasis, and there was a painting of the Cru-
cifix on the left side. Quite soon an altar with the statue of the
Blessed Mother of Lourdes® was installed on the right side of
the grand altar, while using the offerings of the faithful.

In 1929, Jonas Puzinas wrote that “the height of the church

to the top of the cross reaches 26 fathoms. The overall area

of the church floor, with the room on the ceiling, takes 230
square fathoms. 4 300 000 bricks, 9 000 square feet of chopped
granite, 600 cubic fathoms of rock stone, 75 000 poods of lime,
1 000 barrels of alabaster and 4 000 barrels of cement were
used for the building of the church. The cost of the construc-
tion was 375 000 rubles®”.
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XX a. treciojo desimtmecio pabaigoje spaudoje kilo nemaza
diskusija dél tolesnio Jgulos baznycios likimo. Svarstytas net
jos nugriovimas, medziagas sitlyta panaudoti Prisikélimo
baznycios statybai, o vietoje jos jrengti ,européjiska“ aikste su
Lietuvos laisvés skulptiira®. Panasi cerkvé XIX a. pabaigoje
(1894-1912 m.,, projekto autorius N. Benua) buvo pastatyta

ir VarSuvoje. Ji Pirmojo pasaulinio karo metais taip pat buvo
naudota kaip Lenkijos kariuomenés jgulos bazny¢ia. Taciau
1920 m. lenkai jg nugriové, todél Kaune taip pat aktyviai rem-
tasi Siuo pavyzdziu.

1929 m. rektoriauti Jgulos baznyc¢ioje paskirtas Vladas Miro-
nas. Panasiu metu spaudoje ,,Dienos naujienose® atsirado pro-
vokuojama anketa ,,Griauti ar remontuoti Jgulos bazny¢ia*, ten
buvo spausdinami Zymiy tarpukario veikéjy pasisakymai $iuo
klausimu. Taciau apie 1932 m. didesné dalis Zymiy inteligen-
tijos atstovy, tokiy kaip profesorius Petras Leonas, rasytojas
Vytautas Bi¢iunas, dailininkas Mstislavas Dobuzinskis ir kiti,
nepaisant kontroversiskos architektaros ir skaudzios istorinés
patirties, vis tik pasisaké uz baznycios remontg ir pritaikyma
nudienos poreikiams.

Pries§ tvarkant baznycig, 1931 m. buvo atlikta turto inventoriza-
cija, i§ kurios paaiskéjo, kad, be jvairiy baznytiniy reikmeny, ¢ia
buvo trys varpai, keturios didelés ir dvi mazos krosnys®'.

30 K. Ziedrys. Griaukime Kauno Sobora. In: Rytas. 1928-03-17, p. 4.
31 KAKA. B. 26 ir 707.

At the end of the third decade of the 20th century a consid-
erable discussion started in the press about the future of the
Garrison church. It was also considered to take down the
church and use its construction material for the building of the
Christ’s Resurrection Church, and to install “European” square
with the statue of liberty® in the place of the church. A similar
Orthodox church was built in Warsaw at the end of the 19th
century (1894-1912, the author of the project was N. Benua).
This church was also used as the Garrison church of Polish
army during the years of the First World War. However, in
1920 the Polish took it down, and that is why this example was
taken into consideration in Kaunas.

In 1929, Vladas Mironas was appointed the rector of the Gar-
rison church. At that time a provocative questionnaire titled
“To pull the Garrison church down or to repair it?” appeared
in “Dienos naujienos” daily paper, and opinions of the famous
interwar figures on this matter were printed there. Neverthe-
less, in about 1932, a bigger part of the famous intellectuals —
professor Petras Leonas, writer Vytautas Bi¢itinas, artist Msti-
slavas Dobuzinskis, and others spoke for the reconstruction of
the church and its adaptation to the present day needs, despite
of its controversial architecture and painful history.

In 1931, before the renovation of the church, the inventory was
done and it became clear that in addition to various church
utensils, there were three bells, four big and two small furnaces
in the church®.
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Lakiiny Stepono Dariaus ir Stasio Giréno laidotuviy procesija prie Jgulos baznycios, 1933 m

Funeral procession of the pilots Steponas Darius and Stasys Girénas near the Garrison Church, 1933
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Lietuvos Vyriausybeés ir kariuomenés vadovybé prie [gulos Lietuvos kariuomenés vadovybé ir kariai pamaldy metu
baznycios, 1927-1929 m. Tgulos baznycioje, 1934-1938 m.

Top management of Lithuanian Armed Forces and soldiers
during the Mass at the Garrison church, 1934-1938.

The leaders of Lithuanian Government and Armed Forces
near the Garrison Church, 1927-1929
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1932 m. liepos ménesj Karo buty skyriaus komisija, sudary-

ta i§ ,,inZ. Kri§¢iukaicio, inZ. Salkausko, miesto inZ. Jokimo,
dailininko DidZzioko ir kunigo Mirono, nusprendé, kad So-
boro negalima griauti né politiniais sumetimais, né dailés, né
pagalios finansiniais iSrokavimais.“ Buvo sutarta, kad batina
remontuoti tik Soboro eksterjerg sumazinant papuosimus,
panaikinant rusikus uZzradus, sutaisyti arba pakeisti stoga, ke-
turiems boksteliams grazinti pirmine i§vaizdg, sutvarkyti tinka

Miios atnaujintoje Jgulos baznycioje, 1935 m.
The Mass at the renovated Garrison Church, 1935

In July, 1932 the members of the Commission of Military Apart-
ment Section, “engineer Krisc¢iukaitis, engineer Salkauskas, city
engineer Jokimas, artist DidZiokas and priest Mironas decided
that the Cathedral cannot be pulled down neither because of
political or art considerations nor for financial reasons” It was
decided to repair only the exterior of the Cathedral while re-
ducing its decorations and removing Russian inscriptions, re-

pair or replace the roof, restore the initial appearance of the four

Vargony klaviatira

Organ manual

Vargony vamzdZiai dabartinéje baznycioje

Pipes of the organ in the current church



ir perdazyti*”. Ta pacia vasarg prie baznycios jau tritsé apie 30
darbininky, o visas remontas turéjo atsieiti apie 63 000 lity*.

Taigi baznycios remontas buvo jgyvendintas kariuomenés ka-
peliono V. Mirono riipesc¢iu. Pastato iSoréje buvo nutrinti visi
rusigki uzrasai, viduje iSardytas ikonostasas. Didysis altorius
perkeltas giliau prie pat sienos. Jame jtaisytas Prisikélusio Kris-
taus paveikslas dideliais auksiniais rémais. Naujai perdazyta
presbiterija, vir§ didZiojo altoriaus nupiestas Gerasis Ganytojas
su avinéliais, taip pat nupiesta 14 Kryziaus kelio paveiksly pagal
vokie¢iy dailininko pavyzdi (dailininkas DidZiokas)*. Soniniai
altoriai buvo iliuminuoti elektros lemputémis, $alia jy stovéjo po
$esis didelius ir po du mazus zibintus zvakéms®. 1939 m. kanau-
ninko A. Sabaliausko riipes¢iu desinéje esan¢iam altoriui pa-
dirbdintas Viespaties Jézaus Sirdies altorius (dailininkas Adolfas
Valeska) su Rapintojéliu (skulptorius Matas Mencinskas), o ten
buves uz tikinéiyjy aukas jrengtas altorius su Své. Motinos Lur-
digkeés statula perkeltas j kaire puse.

1938 m. gruodzio 29 d. Jgulos baznycioje vél pradéjes dirbti

A. Sabaliauskas pasirasé kontrakta su J. Karveliu. Jame buvo
pazymeéta, kad iki 1939 m. liepos 1 d. baznycioje turi buti
pastatyti E. E Walckerio firmos Liudvigsburge gaminti var-
gonai su elektriniu mechanizmu®. Modernius vargonus uz

60 000 lity (i$ dalies kariuomenés ir tikin¢iyjy léSomis) jsigyti
padéjo ilgametis vargonininkas, vyr. kariuomenés kapeliono
sekretorius A. OlSauskas. Tais paciais metais baznycioje jtaisyti
»Telefunkeno® firmos garsiakalbiai vargonai, palengvinantys
girdéti pamaldas®.

32 KAKA. B. 124.

33 Uz 63.000 lity atremontuos jgulos bazny¢ig. In: Dienos naujienos,
1932-07-16.

34 KAKA. B. 704, p. 87.

35 KAKA. B. 26 ir 707.

36 KAKA. B. 124.

37 KAKA. B. 704, p. 87-88.
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small towers, fix plaster and repaint the church®. During the
same summer, about 30 workers were working at the church,
and the overall budget of the repair was 63 000 litas™.

Thus, the repair of the church was carried out under the super-
vision of the army chaplain V. Mironas. All the Russian inscrip-
tions were rubbed out from the exterior of the building and the
inside iconostasis was dismantled. The grand altar was moved
deeper, closer to the wall. A painting of the Resurrected Christ
with the large golden frame was fitted in the grand altar. The
presbytery was repainted, the Good Shepherd with the Lambs
was painted above the altar, and 14 paintings of Stations of the
Cross were painted according to the example of the German
artist (artist Didziokas)**. The side altars were illuminated with
electric lamps and six big and two small candle lanterns were
placed nearby™®. In 1939, under the care of the canon A. Saba-
liauskas, the Altar of Lord Jesus Heart (artist Adolfas Valeska)
with the Pensive Christ (sculptor Matas Mencinskas) was made
for the altar on the right side. And the altar with the statue of
the Blessed Mother of Lourdes which was installed from the
offerings of the faithful, was moved to the left side.

On December 29, 1938 A. Sabaliauskas, who returned to work
in the Garrison church, signed a contract with J. Karvelis. The
contract pointed out that the organ, made by E. E. Walcker
company of Ludwigsburg, with an electric mechanism*, must
be installed before July 1, 1939. Modern organ of a price

of 60 000 litas (while using military funds and offerings of
the faithful) was purchased with the help of the experienced
organist and the secretary of the Senior Army Chaplain A.
Ol$auskas. In the same year, an organ with the loudspeakers,
made by Telefunken company, was installed in the church,
which helped to hear the Mass* better.
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1939 m. Europoje prasidéjo skaudziy pasekmiy turéjes An-
trasis pasaulinis karas. Netrukus j Lietuvg buvo jvesta soviety
kariuomeng, o 1940 m. vasarg prasidéjo pirmoji sovietiné oku-
pacija. Po mety Lietuvg uzémé Vokietija, o antroji sovietiné
okupacija Lietuvg uzgriuvo 1944 m. vasara. I§ $io laikotarpio
apie Sv. arkangelo Mykolo bazny¢ig islike tik pavieniy doku-
menty, liudijan¢iy, kad baznytinis gyvenimas $iuose maldos
namuose nebuvo nutriakes. 1941 m. gruodzio 31 d. arkivysku-
pas pritaré, kad Jgulos bazny¢ia galéty naudotis ne tik kariai,
bet ir studentai, nes aplink $ig bazny¢ig buvo susitelk¢ nemazai
universitety. Civiliy poreikius tenkinti kunigas atsisaké, moty-
vuodamas pernelyg didele darby apimtimi.

1943 m. lapkricio 30 d. raste iSreikstas susirtpinimas dél
inventoriaus, kuris buvo jsigytas tarpukariu. Su vokieciy va-
dovybe buvo sutarta, kad visas turtas paliekamas lietuviams
kariams, o baznycios tarnautojams ir chorui (36 Zmonés) net
mokamas atlyginimas. Taip pat pazyméta, kad ,,3ioje bazny¢io-
je laikomos pamaldos kariams, taipogi laikomos pamaldos ati-
tinkamy misy kariuomenés sukakc¢iy bei tautos $venciy proga
ir, batalionams prasant, uz Zuvusius karius, vykdomos kariy
jungtuvés, i§ $ios baznycios laidojami Zuve ar mire kariai.“*
Baimintasi, kad jeigu baznycios rektorius nepraneses vokieciy
vadovybei perduos pastatg kitai parapijai arba oficialiai atsi-
sakys baznycios pastato, visas turtas tiesiog pereis Vermachto
Ziniai. 1944 m. dar buvo kei¢iami per karg iSdauzyti langai
(kai kur su visais rémais), prie vargony pastatytos elektrinés
krosnys, atnaujinti baznytiniai drabuziai. Tais paciais metais j
didziojo altoriaus rémus buvo jstatytas Sv. arkangelo Mykolo,
Igulos baznycios globéjo, paveikslas (dailininkas Vytautas Ka-
siulis). Po visa baznyc¢ia esanciame rasyje buvo jrengta erdvi
krosnimis $ildoma salé, kuria per repeticijas naudojosi choras,
taip pat du butai baznycios tarnautojams ir katiliné. Per kara
bazny¢ios rasys buvo naudojamas kaip sléptuvé miesto gyven-
tojams apsisaugoti nuo bombardavimy i$ oro. Jgulos baznyc¢ia
klebonijos neturéjo, tam buvo naudojamas vikaro butas Nepri-
klausomybés aikstéje, o rektorius gyveno atskirame bute®.
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In 1939, the Second World War with its painful consequences
had started in Europe. Soon, the Soviet troops entered Lithuania
and in the summer of 1940 the first Soviet occupation begun.
One year later, Germany occupied Lithuania, and the second
Soviet occupation befell upon Lithuania in the summer of 1944.
Only several documents about the St. Michael the Archangel
Church survived, and they witness that the church life had not
stopped in this house of prayer. On December 31, 1941 the
archbishop not only agreed to welcome soldiers as the users of
this church, but the students as well, because there were several
universities around the church. The priest refused to serve the
needs of the civilians, while indicating the excessive volumes of
work as the reason for refusal.

On November 30, 1943 a concern about the inventory, which
had been purchased during the interwar period, was ex-
pressed. It was agreed with the German command to leave

all the property for the Lithuanian soldiers and to pay remu-
neration for church employees and the choir (36 people). It
was also noted that “services for the soldiers are held in this
church, the service is held during certain anniversaries of

our army and national celebrations, and, furthermore, upon
request of the battalions, the service will be held for the dead
soldiers, wedding ceremonies of the soldiers will take place
here and the burial ceremony of the killed or dead soldiers
will be started in this church®®. There was a fear that all the
church property could simply be passed on to the Wehrmacht
if the church rector passes on the building to another parish
or officially refuses the church building without a prior notice
to the German government. In 1944, the windows that were
broken during the war were still being replaced (some of them
with frames), electric furnaces were built next to the organ,
and the church clothes had been renewed. In the same year,

a painting of St. Michael the Archangel, the patron of the
Garrison Church, was placed in the frames of the grand altar
(painter Vytautas Kasiulis). A spacious, furnace heated hall
was installed in the cellars of the church and the choir used it
during the rehearsals. Two apartments were arranged for the
church employees and a boiler room was installed there as



Karo metu bazny¢ia pagal galimybes buvo nuolat atidaryta,
sekmadieniais kas valandg laikytos $§v. MiSios. ,Tame darbe
man [Juozapui Meskauskui - aut. pastaba] padédavo kapelio-
nai, sm. profesoriai, bazilikos kunigai ir kiti. | pagalba pasi-
sitlé ir kun. Vaitelis.“/* Tais paciais metais J. Meskauskas dél
nesutarimy su kunigu A. Sabaliausku pasiprasé atleidziamas
i§ sunkaus Jgulos baznycios rektoriaus darbo ir prasé palikti ji
tik karo kapelionu. Taip nerimastingai su dideliais politiniais
pokyt¢iais visoje Lietuvoje prasidéjo sovietiné okupacija.
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well. During the war, the church cellar was used as a hiding
place for the city residents in order to escape the air bombings.
Garrison church did not have a presbytery and the vicar's
apartment in Independence Square was used for this purpose.
The rector lived in a separate apartment™®.

When it was possible, the church was always open during

the war and the Holy Mass was held every hour on Sundays.
“Chaplains, professors of Social Sciences, priests of the Basilica
and others helped me to do this work [The words of Juozapas

40 offered me

Meskauskas — auth. remark]. The priest Vaitelis
his help as well”. In the same year J. Meskauskas requested a
dismissal from the difficult position of the rector of the Gar-
rison church and requested to serve as a military chaplain. It
shows that the Soviet occupation had started with anxiety and

great political changes throughout Lithuania.

Misios baznycioje
The Mass in the church
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Karininko sutuoktuvés. Tuokia karo kapelionas Kazimieras
Juska, XX a. 4 desimt.
Wedding ceremony of the officer. Military chaplain Kazimie-

ras Juska conducts the wedding ceremony, the 4th decade of
the 20th century
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Netrukus po Antrojo pasaulinio karo aiskiai pradéjo kisti
bazny¢ios kaip institucijos statusas. Iki 1947 m. sausio 2 d.
Igulos bazny¢ios rektorius buvo jpareigotas surasyti visg kil-
nojamajj ir nekilnojamajj turta, joje dirbusiems Zmonéms
priklausiusius butus, gyvenamas ir negyvenamas patalpas ir
pristatyti jj Kauno miesto statistikos inspektoriui. 1948 m.
rugpjicio 4 d. Kauno Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Igulos) bazny¢ia
buvo nacionalizuota Religiniy kulty reikaly jstaigoje Vilniuje
ir sutartimi perduota administruoti baznytiniam komitetui.
Baznycia smarkiai apmokestinta, sumazintas elektros tiekimas
ir t. t., todél $iame akte buvo trumpai jvardyta, kad baznycios
stogo ,,stovis néra geras, o tik vidutinis®, langy buklé taip pat
bloga, karo metu uzmaryta dalis langy ir dury. Taip pat pazy-
meéta, kad bazny¢ia ,budama romaniskai bizantigko stiliaus yra
turtinga statybine mase, o ne naudingu plotu®, todél prasoma
sumazinti pernelyg didelius mokescius. Vienas po kito i§ baz-
nycios atleisti darbuotojai*’. 1948 m. rugséjo 20 d. baznyciai
priklausiusj Zemés sklypg KMVK Komunalinio tkio skyriaus
komisija perdavé baznytiniam komitetui. Nepaisant to, ir
toliau sékmingai rengti sakralinés muzikos vakarai, kuriuose
savo partijas atlikdavo garsus tarpukario muzikantai, tokie
kaip Juozas Gruodis, Antanas Vaic¢ianas ir kiti*. Kokybiski dar
tarpukariu jsigyti vargonai ir toliau j bazny¢ig trauke tikin-
¢iuosius ir sakralinés muzikos gerbéjus.

Apie kintancia bazny¢ios padétj liudija ir 1949 m. rugséjo 2 d.
rektoriui pateiktas ,,Lietknygprekybos Kauno knygyno vedéjo
prasymas dél leidimo naudotis patalpomis, esan¢iomis po Igu-
los bazny¢ia, prekéms sandéliuoti. Tac¢iau baznycios rektorius
su tuo nesutiko.

1950 m. vasario 16 d. bazny¢ios rektorius Kauno arkivyskupi-
jos valdytojui jteiké prasyma dél lengvesnio ir patogesnio Jgu-
los bazny¢ios lankytojy religiniy reikaly aptarnavimo suteikti
Kauno Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Jgulos) bazny¢iai parapinés
bazny¢ios teises. PraSymas buvo patenkintas 1950 m. kovo 2 d.
Parapijai priskirtos ribos buvo i§ dalies paimtos i Sv. Kryziaus,
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Soon after the Second World War, the status of the church as
an institution began to alter. The rector of the Garrison church
was obliged make a list of all the movable and immovable
property including the apartments of the church officials,
residential and non-residential premises and present the list
to the Kaunas inspector of statistics before January 2, 1947.
On August 4, 1948 St. Michael the Archangel (the Garrison)
Church was nationalized in the office of Religious Cult Affairs
in Vilnius and transferred to the administration of the Church
Committee with an agreement. The church was heavily taxed,
electric power supply for the church was reduced, etc. It was
briefly stated in this document that “the condition of the
church roof is not good, just medium’, the windows are in bad
condition and some of the windows and doors were bricked
up during the war. It was also noted that the church “is of
Romantic Byzantine style and it is valued for its construction
weight but not for the useful area® so it is requested to reduce
unreasonable taxes. The church employees had been dismissed
one after another*' . On September 20, 1948 the commission
of Communal Economy Division as a part of Executive Com-
mittee of Kaunas forwarded the church lot to the church com-
mittee. Nevertheless, sacral music evenings were successfully
organized and continued, and famous musicians of the Post
War period, such as Juozas Gruodis, Antanas Vai¢itinas and
others* used to perform there. Good quality organ that was
purchased during the Post War period attracted the faithful
and admirers of the sacral music.

The “Lietknygprekyba” (Lithuanian book trade) Kaunas book-
shop manager’s request for a permission to use the premises,
located in the basement of Garrison church, for storage of
goods was presented to the rector on September 2, 1949 and it
also testifies the changing situation of the church institution.
However, the church rector refused to give this permission.

On February 16, 1950 the rector of the church made a request
to the Head of Kaunas Archdiocese while asking to grant the St.
Michael the Archangel (the Garrison) church the rights of the



Karmelity, Sv¢. Trejybés, Prisikélimo ir Zaliakalnio parapijy.
Parapija apémé nemazg teritorija, ja ribojo dabartinés Kestu-
¢io ir I. Kanto gatvés iki sankirtos su Vilniaus gatve, tuomet
E. Ozeskienés ir V. Putvinskio gatvés iki Kauko laipty. Toliau
tesési Aukstai¢iy, K. Petrausko gatvémis iki stadiono ir per
Vaizganto bei Totoriy gatves, kirto Vytauto prospekta ir vél
susijungé su Kestucio gatve.

Parapijos jsteigimas buvo vienas i§ svarbesniy jvykiy baznycios
istorijoje sovietmeciu pries jos pirminés funkcijos pakeitima.
Tuo metu baznycioje vis dar gausiai lankesi tikintieji, per didzia-
sias §ventes susirinkdavo apie 10-12 takst. Zmoniy®.
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Draft programme of the church concert during the early Soviet
period, 1948
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Parochial church in order to achieve easier and more convenient
service for visitors’ religious needs. The request was approved
on March 2, 1950. The parish boundaries were set in the way
that part of the territory was taken from Holy Cross, Carmeli-
tian, Holy Trinity, Resurrection and Zaliakalnis parishes. The
parish covered a considerable territory which was bordered by
the current Kestucio and I. Kanto Streets to the intersection
with Vilniaus Street, then by E. Ozeskienés and V. Putvinskio
Streets up to Kauko Stairs. Then the parish area extended along
Aukstaiciy, K. Petrausko Streets up to the stadium, continued
on Vaizganto and Totoriy Streets, went across Vytauto Prospec-
tus and then again merged Kestucio Street.

Establishment of the Parish was the significant event in the
church history during the Soviet period before the change of
its primary function. At that time, the faithful would still visit
the church a lot and 10-12 thousand people gathered there
during the major celebrations®.

Kauno Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Igulos) parapijos projekto
planas, 1950 m.

The plan of Kaunas St. Michael the Archangel (the Garrison)
parish project, 1950
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Gabenama Eduardo MieZelaicio skulptira j bisimg VitraZo ir
skulpturos galerijg, 1964 m.

The sculpture of Eduardas Miezelaitis on the way to the future
Gallery of Stained Glass and Sculpture, 1964

Stasio USinsko vitrazas ,,Donelaitis“ buvo eksponuojamas
VitraZy ir skulptiiros galerijoje

Stained glass work “Donelaitis” by Stasys USinskis was exhibi-
ted in the Gallery of Stained Glass and Sculpture

Skulptiiros ir vitrazo galerija Jgulos baznycioje

Gallery of Stained Glass and Sculpture at the Garrison Church



1962 m. LSSR Ministry taryba Jgulos baznycios pastatg perda-
ve M. K. Ciurlionio memorialiniam muziejui. Jame numatyta
jrengti monumentaliosios skulpturos ir vitrazo galerija*.
Bazny¢ios inventoriy perémé Kauno, Sakiy, Kulvos bazny¢ios.
Kareiviy j aikste iSmestus altorius kunigas J. Jelinskas parsivezé
i Alytaus rajone esancig Santaikos bazny¢ig*. Bazny¢ios erdves
pritaikius ekspozicijy saléms (archit. Algimantas Mikénas,
Rimantas Di¢ius), 1965 m. liepos 19 d. ¢ia atidaryta Skulptaros
ir vitrazo galerija — vienintelis tokio pobudzZio muziejus Sovie-
ty Sajungoje’s.

Tai buvo sudétingas istorinis tarpsnis, kai buvo nutraukta
pirminé maldos namy funkcija ir sakraliné vieta panaudota
kitoms reikméms. Kita vertus, zinant, kiek bazny¢iy Lietuvo-
je buvo uzdaryta ir kaip jos i$niekintos sovietmeciu, Jgulos
bazny¢iai padaryta intervencija nebuvo tokia skausminga. Po
baznycios skliautais buvo priglausta Juozo Zikaro ,,Laisvés*
skulptiira, Petro Rim$os ,,Vargo mokykla®, 1971 m. Skulp-
taros ir vitrazo galerijoje surengta J. Zikaro kariniy paroda,
skirta dailininko 90-meciui. Cia eksponuoti vitraZisty Stasio
Usinsko ,,Zalgirio miidis®, ,Vytautas®, Stepono Kazimierai¢io
»1863-ieji metai“¥ ir kiti lietuviska potekste turintys meno
kariniai. Galerijoje buvo sukaupta daugiau nei takstantis
eksponaty, ¢ia vyko vargony muzikos koncertai. 1978 m. nuo
bazny¢ios kupoly nuimti kryziai buvo pakeisti spalvoto stiklo
bumbulais - véjarodémis.

44 Nacionalinis M. K. Ciurlionio dailés muziejus. 1921-2010
(el. leidinys).

45 Sv. Mykolo Arkangelo Kauno Jgulos bazny¢iai — 110 mety. In:
http://www.kam.It/lt/naujienos_874/archyvas_930/ziniu_
archyvas_2005_metai/ziniu_archyvas_2005_-_09/sv._mykolo_
arkangelo_kauno_igulos_baznyciai_-_110_metu.html?pbck=10.

46 Nacionalinis M. K. Ciurlionio dailés muziejus. 1921-2010
(el. leidinys).

47 Vitrazo ir skulptiiros galerija. Vilnius, 1972.
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In 1962, the LSSR Council of Ministers transferred the Garri-
son church building to M. K. Ciurlionis Memorial Museum. It
was planned to set up a gallery** of monumental sculpture and
stained glass there. Churches of Kaunas, Sakiai and Kulva took
the inventory of the Garrison church. Soldiers threw away the
church altars on the street and the priest J. Jelinskas took them
and brought them to the Harmony church® in Alytus district.
The space of the building was rearranged into the exposition
halls (arch. Algimantas Mikénas, Rimantas Di¢ius) and on
July 19, 1965 the Gallery of Sculpture and Stained Glass was
opened there. It was the only museum of this kind in the Sovi-
et Union™.

It was a complicated historical period when the primary
function of the house of prayer was terminated and this sacral
place was used for other needs. On the other hand, the inter-
vention that had been made to the Garrison church was not
that painful while having in mind the facts that many churches
in Lithuania were closed and desecrated. Such works of art

as sculptures “Statue of Liberty” by Juozas Zikaras and “The
Lithuanian School” by Petras Rimsa were placed under the
vaults of the church. In 1971, exhibition of J. Zikaras works,
dedicated to the 90th anniversary of the artist, was organized
in the Gallery of Sculpture and Stained Glass. The works of
stained-glass art with the Lithuanian implication such as “The
Battle of Zalgiris” and “Vytautas” by Stasys Usinskas, “The year
18637 by Steponas Kazimieraitis and others were exhibited
there. More than a thousand exhibits were gathered in the gal-
lery and concerts of organ music took place there. In 1978, the
crosses were taken away from the church domes and replaced
by the bulges of colourful glass - weather vanes.
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1989 m. miesto valdzios prasyta leidimo atstatyti kryZius ant
Skulptiiros ir vitrazo galerijos. 1991 m. kovo 28 d. sprendimu
Kauno miesto deputaty taryba Sv. arkangelo Mykolo baznycig
grazino Kauno arkivyskupijos kurijai. Ty paciy mety rugse-

jo 17 d. jos kupoluose buvo vél igkelti kryziai. Dar po mety,

1992 m. birZelio 9 d., Sekminiy dieng, vél sugaudé Kauno Sv. ar-
kangelo Mykolo (Jgulos) baznyc¢ios varpai. Nepriklausomybés
aikstéje kunigas Ricardas Mikutavicius laiké $v. Misias Lietuvos
Respublikos savanoriams, $auliams, policininkams. Kauno jgulos
kapelionas Alfonsas Bulota pasventino komendantiiros véliava.

1993 m. pavasarj Architektiros tarybos posédyje paveldo
specialistai, architektai, konservatoriai (M. Matusakaiteé,

D. Piksriené, G. Prikockis, R. Palys, G. Laucius ir daugelis
kity) svarsté baznycios interjero menine koncepcija. Posédyje
dalyvavusio kunigo R. Mikutavic¢iaus zodziais, ,,bazny¢ia i§
tikryjy taps katalikigka, ir lietuviska, ir Siuolaikiska, ir europie-
tiska.“*® Dauguma pasisaké uz Soboro pritaikyma katalikiskai
bendruomenei, konservuojant sieny dekora, restauruojant ver-
tingas detales ir sukuriant nauja moderny interjera. Baznycia
buvo jtraukta j Nekilnojamuyjy kultaros vertybiy registra.

Sviesiy tony Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Jgulos) baznycios in-
terjerui papuo$ti buvo pasirinkti dailininko Virginijaus
Kasinsko religiniai paveikslai. DidZiojo altoriaus paveikslas
»Apokalipsé (,,Sv. arkangelo Mykolo misija“) nutapytas pagal
Evangelijos ,, Aprei$kima Jonui, kur vaizdingiausiai aprasyta
$v. arkangelo Mykolo kova su ugniniu slibinu, sengja gyvate,
vadinamuoju Velniu ir Sétonu. Paveikslo kompozicijos struk-
tara sudaryta i§ 88 simboliy ir simboliniy grupiy. Tas pats au-
torius nutapé ir penkiolika Kryziaus kelio stoc¢iy paveiksly®.
1996 m. rugséjo 29 d. dailininkas bazny¢ioje surengé didziojo

48 Architekttrinés tarybos, vykusios 1993-04-08 Sv. Mykolo
Arkangelo (Jgulos) baznycioje Kaune, protokolas. In: KPD Kauno
teritorinis padalinys (masinrastis).

49 http://www.virginijuskasinskas.com.

In 1989, people asked the city government for a permission

to restore the crosses on the Gallery of Sculpture and Stained
Glass. On March 28, 1991 a decision was made and Kaunas
Council of Deputies returned the Church of St. Michael the
Archangel Church to the Curia of Kaunas Archdiocese. On
September 17 of the same year, crosses were put up on the
domes of the church once again. One year later, on June 9,
1992, on Whit Sunday, the bells of St. Michael the Archangel
(the Garrison) Church began to chime again. The priest Ricar-
das Mikutavicius held the Holy Mass for the volunteers, rifle-
men and policemen at Independence (Lith. Nepriklausomy-
bés) Square. Alfonsas Bulota, the chaplain of Kaunas Garrison
Church, sanctified the flag of the commandant headquarters.

In spring of 1993 the specialists of the heritage, architects and
conservatives (M. Matu$akaité, D. Pik$riené, G. Prikockis, R.
Palys, G. Laucius and many others) discussed the artistic con-
cept of the church interior during the meeting of the Council
of Architecture. According to the words of the priest Ri¢ardas
Mikutavic¢ius who participated in the meeting “the church will
really become Catholic, Lithuanian, contemporary and Euro-

pean,ﬂ;»

Most of the meeting participants spoke for adaptation
of the Cathedral to the Catholic community, preservation of
wall decor, restoration of valuable details and creation of the
new modern interior. The church was included in the Immov-

able Cultural Property Register.

Religious paintings of the artist Virgilijus Kasinskas were
chosen to decorate the bright interior of St. Michael the Arch-
angel (the Garrison) church. The painting of the grand altar
“The Apocalypse” (“St. Michael the Archangel’s Mission”) was
painted according to the Gospel “Revelation to John”, where
St. Michael the Archangel’s fight against the fiery dragon, the



altoriaus paveikslo paruosiamuyjy eskizy parodg. Po poros me-
ty visuomenei pristatyti Kryziaus kelio stociy paveikslai. Juos
2000 m. per §v. Velykas iskilmingai pasventino arkivyskupas
Sigitas Tamkevicius™.

Sviesiis tonai, modernts paveikslai ir sietynai, autentiskos
metlacho grindy plytelés, sraigtiniai XIX a. menantys laiptai
ir uzdeganti $viesios atminties kunigo Ri¢ardo Mikutavi¢iaus
asmenybé atvéré sunkias medines baznycios duris naujam
katalikiskam gyvenimui.

Ant Jgulos baznycios kupoly grgzinami kryZiai, 1991 m.

The crosses are being restored on the domes of the Garrison
Church, 1991

50 Z.Balté. Apokalipsés spalvos. In: XXT amZius. 2010-10-29,
http://www.xxiamzius.lt/numeriai/2010/10/29/laikzmon_01.html.
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old snake, the so called Devil and Satan is really vividly de-
scribed. The composition structure of the painting is made of
88 symbols and symbolic groups. The same author had painted
the Fifteen Stations of the Cross*. On September 29, 1996 the
painter organized the exhibition of the preparatory sketches
for the painting of the grand altar. In a few years the paintings
of the Stations of the Cross were presented to the public. They
were solemnly sanctified by archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius
during Easter celebration®.

Light tones, modern paintings and chandeliers, authentic
mettlach floor tiles, spiral staircase which reminds of the 19th
century and bright personality of the priest Ri¢ardas Miku-
tavi¢ius opened the heavy wooden door of the church to the
new Catholic life.

Baznycios grgzinimo tikintiesiems Sventé, 1992 m.
Celebration of the return of the church to its faithful, 1992
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Kariy isleistuvés j tarptauting misijg Afganistane Policijos pareigiiny priesaikos akimirka
Ceremonial farewell to the soldiers leaving for the The moment of Police Officers oath
international mission in Afghanistan

E BA I l
A

Ugniagesiy gelbétojy priesaikos metu Kauno apygardos prokurorai $v. Misiy metu

At the time of Firefighters oath Prosecutors of Kaunas Region during the Holy Mass

MRU Viesojo saugumo fakulteto bendruomené $v. MiSiose Lietuvos Sauliy priesaikos akimirka

Community of the Faculty of Public Security, MRU during the The moment of Lithuanian Riflemen oath
Holy Mass



Baznycia - ne pastato sienos. Ji - bendruomené, kviecianti pa-
tirti bendrystés dZiaugsmg®'.

1996 m. Kauno arkivyskupo metropolito Sigito Tamkeviciaus
ir tuometinio kragto apsaugos ministro Ceslovo Stankeviciaus
sutartimi Kauno Jgulos bazny¢ia vél grazinta kariuomenéje
tarnaujanciy ir dirbanciy sielovadiniams poreikiams. Nuo
2001 m. $ventové palaipsniui tampa Kauno regiono valstybés
statutiniy struktiiry sielovados centru. Siuo metu bazny¢ia vie-
nija Kauno jgulos kariniuose vienetuose tarnaujancius karius,
Lietuvos $auliy sagjungos $tabo ir antrosios rinktinés $aulius,
Kauno miesto ir rajono policijos pareiginus, Kauno apskrities
ugniagesius gelbétojus, VieSojo saugumo tarnybos pareigtnus,
Kauno tardymo izoliatoriaus pareiginus, Kauno apygardos
prokurorus, Mykolo Romerio Vie$ojo saugumo fakulteto
bendruomeneg. Cia daug mety tradiciskai §ven¢iamos liturgi-
neés $venteés ($v. Kalédos, §v. Velykos ir kt.), i$skirtinai minimi
tituliniai Sv. arkangelo Mykolo atlaidai. Ypatingas démesys
skiriamas valstybinéms $ventéms, Lietuvos kariuomenés,

Sv. Angely Sargy (policijos) ir Sv. Florijono (ugniagesiy) die-
noms. Kauno Jgulos bazny¢ioje iskilmingai $venciami kariuo-
menés minéjimai, laiminami kariai, i$vykstantys i tarptautines
misijas, vyksta pareiginy priesaikos, aukstesniyjy laipsniy ir
apdovanojimy ceremonijos. Organizuojami koncertai, paro-
dos. Tarnaujantiems ir dirbantiems statutinése struktarose bei
ju $eimy nariams bazny¢ioje teikiami sakramentai. Kiekvieno
sekmadienio §v. MiSiose didelis démesys skiriamas vaikams.
Bazny¢ios rusyje jrengtos edukacinés klasés, kur po $v. Misiy
vaiky sielovados grupés vadové kvie¢ia i vaiky bendruomenés
susirinkimus, bazny¢ioje gieda jaunimo choras. Bendruome-
nés nariai diskutuoja religinémis temomis, organizuojamas
tikéjimo pazinimo ir gilinimo kursas ,,Alfa“, bendraujama su
vargstanciais, nuteistais ir visuomenés atstumtais Zmonémis.

51 Citata i§ Kauno jgulos kapelionato tinklalapio. In:
http://ordinariatas.lt/kauno-%C4%AFgulos-kapelionatas,40.html.
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The Church is not just the walls of the building. It is a communi-
ty that invites to experience the joy of amity*’.

In 1996, according to the agreement of Kaunas Metropolitan
Archbishop Sigitas Tamkevicius and the Minister of National
Defence of the time Ceslovas Stankevicius, the Kaunas Gar-
rison church was returned for pastoral needs of those who
served and worked in the army. From the year 2001 the sanc-
tuary is gradually becoming a pastoral centre of Kaunas region
state statutory staff. These days, the church unites the soldiers
serving in the military units of Kaunas Garrison, the riflemen
of Lithuanian Riflemen’s Union Headquarters and the Second
Riflemen Regiment, the police officers of Kaunas city and the
district, fire fighters rescuers of Kaunas district, the officers

of Public Security Service, the officials of Kaunas Prison, the
public prosecutors of Kaunas district and the community of
the Faculty of Public Security at Mykolas Romeris university.
Liturgical celebrations (Christmas, Easter and others) take
place here and the titled indulgenced feast of St. Michael the
Archangel is exceptionally celebrated here for many years
already. A special attention is paid to the celebration of state
holidays, the Days of the Lithuanian Army, Saint Guardian
Angels (the Police) and Saint Florian (fire fighters). Various
kinds of military celebrations, vows of officials, award and
granting of higher ranks ceremonies take place in the Garrison
church. Concerts and exhibitions are organized here as well.
Holy sacraments are given to those who serve and work in
statutory institutions and their family members. Great atten-
tion is paid to the children during every Sunday’s Holy Mass.
Educational classrooms are equipped in the church cellar and
the head of children’s pastoral group invites children to partic-
ipate in the meetings of children’s community after the Sunday
Mass. There is a youth choir in the church. Community mem-
bers discuss various topics, the faith cognition and deepening
course “Alpha” is organized and communication with the poor,
the convicts and the marginalized take place.
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Kauno Jgulos bazny¢ia pergyveno daug XX a. negandy, patyré
nemazai rekonstrukeijy ir pertvarkymy. Tadiau garsiy tarpuka-
rio muziky koncertai, Zymiausiy anuometiniy valstybés karéjy
pamokslai ir j $v. MiSias vél susirenkanti jgulos bei miestie¢iy
bendruomené primena apie i§skirtine $ios bazny¢ios svarba
valstybés gyvenime ir Lietuvos kariuomenés misija. Kauno
igulos kapelionato kapelionas kun. Tomas Karklys kvie¢ia
bendruomene, kauniecius ir miesto sve¢ius bendroje maldoje
$vesti baznycios 120-gjj jubiliejy.

Pirmosios Komunijos sventeé

Celebration of the First Communion

The Kaunas Garrison church has lived through many hard-
ships of the 20th century, experienced a lot of reconstructions
and reorganizations. However, the concerts of famous musi-
cians of the Interwar period, the sermons of the most famous
creators of the state at the time, and community of the gar-
rison and the citizens who gather for the Holy Mass remind
us of the exceptional significance of this church in the life of
the state and the mission of Lithuanian army. The chaplain of
Kaunas Garrison chaplain institution, priest Tomas Karklys
invites the community, citizens of Kaunas and the city guests
to celebrate 120 year anniversary of the church during the
common prayer.

Sutvirtinimo sakramento $venté

Celebration of Confirmation



Istorija / History

Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Jgulos) baznycios centriné nava ir did%iojo altoriaus paveikslas ,, Apokalipsé“

The central nave of St. Michael the Archangel (the Garrison) Church and the painting “Apocalypse” at the grand altar
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1918 m. - 1919-12-05

1919-12-05 — 1920 m. pradzia

Nuo 1920-01-22

1920 m. pradzia — 1920-10-09

1920-10-09 - 1929-05-20

1929-1938

1938-1940

1940-07-17 — 1942-01-01

1942-01-01 - 1944-01-01

1944-01-01 - 1950 m.

Bronius Bumsa (1888-06-13 — 1944-07-12)
Kauno jgulos kapelionas.
Chaplain of Kaunas Garrison.

Antanas Palubinskas (1982-02-19 — po 1944 m.)
Kauno Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Jgulos) baznycios rektorius ir Kauno jgulos kapelionas.
Rector of Kaunas St. Michael the Archangel (the Garrison) Church and the chaplain of Kaunas garrison.

Antanas Ivaska (g. 1883)
Nuo 1920-01-22 laikinasis Karo ligoninés kapelionas (?).
An interim chaplain (?) of the Military Hospital since 1920-01-22.

Adolfas Sabaliauskas (1873-08-23 ar 09-04 — 1950-01-14)
Karo ligoninés kapelionas, sovietmeciu Zinomas slapyvardziu Zalia Ruta.
Chaplain of the Military Hospital, known by a nickname Zalia Rita (meaning Rue Green) during the Soviet Period.

Antanas Palubinskas

1920 m. kunigas A. Palubinskas kartu su civiline ir karine vyriausybe persikélé j Vilniy. 1920 m. spalio 9 d. lenkams uzé-
mus Vilniy, grjzo rektoriauti j Kauna.

Priest A. Palubinskas along with the Civil and Military Goverment moved to Vilnius in 1920 m. When Vilnius was occupied
by Poland on October 9, 1920, he returned to the rector’s position in Kaunas.

Vladas Mironas (1880-06-22 — 1953-02-18)

1931 m. kovo 7 d. kunigui V. Mironui arkivyskupas pasitilé kun. Grauslj paskirti vikaru. 1938 m. V. Mironas paskirtas
Ministru Pirmininku.

On March 7, 1931, the archbishop suggested the priest V. Mironas to assign the priest Grauslys as a vicar. In 1938, V. Miro-
nas was assigned the Prime Minister.

Adolfas Sabaliauskas

Bronislovas Paukstys (1897-1966)
Uz zydy gelbéjima jam suteiktas,,Pasaulio Tauty Teisuolio vardas".
Was granted the “Name of Righteous among the Nations” for the rescue of Jews.

Juozapas Meskauskas (1889-04-16 — 1957-11-30)
Lietuvos savisaugos daliniy karo kapelionas, garbés kanauninkas, profesorius.
Military chaplain of Lithunia’s Self-Defence Units, honorary canon, professor.

Adolfas Sabaliauskas
1948 m. kovo 13 d. vikaru paskirtas Pranciskus Tamulevicius.
On March 13, 1948 Pranciskus Tamulevicius was appointed a vicar.

52 Sudarytas remiantis kunigo A. Sabaliausko uzra$ais (KAKA. B. 704, p. 87-88.); kitais KAKA dokumentais, el. istekliais.



1950-03-02 - 1953-11-12

1950-06-24 — 1953-11-12

1953-1954

1954-1959

1959-1960

1960-1961

1961-06-14 — 1962-03-24

1992-1997

1997-1998

1998-2000

Nuo 2000 iki dabar
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Rapolas Liukas
Gimnazijos ir karo belaisviy ligoninés kapelionas.
Chaplain of the Gymnasium and the Hospital of War Prisonners.

Pranciskus Tamulevicius (1923-01-29 — 2006-07-04)
Naujai jsteigtos Sv. arkangelo Mykolo parapijos kunigas.
Priest of the newly established parish of St. Michael the Archangel.

Nikodemas Svogzlys-Milzinas (1899-03-29 — 1985-01-20)
Visuomenés veikéjas, publicistas, istorikas.
Public activist, publicist, historian.

Juozas Preiksas (g. 1926-11-22)
Nuo 1984-12-02 vyskupas, 1989-04-02 — 2002-01-05 — PanevéZio vyskupas emeritas; gyvena Kaune.
Bishop since 1984-12-02, 1989-04-02 — 2002-01-05 — Bishop Emeritus of Panevézys; resides in Kaunas.

Alfonsas Lapé
1959-1962 m. buvo Kauno kunigy seminarijos rektorius.
In 1959—1962 was the Rector of Kaunas Priest Seminary.

Nikodemas Césna (1905-04-11 — 1988-12-17)
Kanauninkas.
Canon.

Juozas Vaicelianas

Ricardas Mikutavicius (1935-02-26 — 1998-07-01)
Klebonas. Poetas, visuomenés veikéjas. Jo klebonavimo metu vyko kapitalinis Sventovés renovavimas.
Parson. Poet, public activist. A major renovation of the sanctuary took place when he was the parson.

Alfonsas Svarinskas (1925-01-21 - 2014-07-17)
Baznycios rektorius.
Rector of the church.

Virgilijus Dudonis (g. 1970-04-20)
Baznycios rektorius.
Rector of the church.

Tomas Karklys (g. 1974-09-12)
Baznycios rektorius. Kauno jgulos kapelionato ir statutiniy struktary kapelionas.
Rector of the church. Chaplain of Kaunas garrison and statutory institutions.









Bendruomené / Community

Pastoraciné taryba padeda kapelionui organizuoti kapelionato
sielovada, spresti bendruomenés problemas, telkti jvairias
kapelionate veikiancias organizacijas ir iniciatyvas bendrai
veiklai. Bendradarbiaujant su Ekonomine Taryba planuoti ir
tvirtinti kapelionato sielovados biudzZetg ir aptarti svarbiausius
kapelionato akinés veiklos uzdavinius. Taryba siekia jtraukti
kuo daugiau tikin¢iyjy j religinj gyvenima.

The Pastoral Council helps the chaplain organize pastoral
care, solve the problems of the community, and pool together
various organizations and initiatives of the Military Chaplain
for joint activities. While cooperating with Economic Council,
it helps to plan and approve the budget of the pastoral care of
the Military Chaplain and discuss the most important tasks of
economic activity of the Military Chaplain. The Council seeks
to get the faithful involved in religious life as much as possible.

Pastoraciné taryba

Pastoral Council

Pastoracinés tarybos susirinkimas

The meeting of the Pastoral Council



Ugdymas

Kauno jgulos kapelionas karinése ir statutinése struktarose
rapinasi religiniu, moraliniu ir pilietiniu ugdymu. Kapelionas,
suderines su kariniy vienety ir statutiniy struktary vadais, ka-
riams, pareigiinams ir civiliams tarnautojams skaito paskaitas,
veda teminius uzsiémimus, organizuoja seminarus-konferen-
cijas, dokumentiniy filmy perzitras-aptarimus. Organizuoja
piligrimines-pazintines i§vykas.

Tarnybos vietoje ir kariy pratybose

Kad geriau pazinty ir suprasty kariuvomenéje tarnaujanciy ir
statutinése struktarose dirbanciy zmoniy gyvenima, i$sukius,
lukesc¢ius, problemas, jvairiy kariuomenés kariniy ir statutiniy
organizacijy veiklos specifikg, Kauno jgulos kapelionas sten-
giasi kuo dazniau lankytis kariniuose vienetuose ir statutinése
struktiirose. Pagal galimybes kapelionas dalyvauja kariniy
struktiiry organizuojamose kariy pratybose, vyksta i tarptauti-
nes taikos palaikymo misijas.

Bendruomené / Community

Education

The chaplain of Kaunas garrison takes care of the religious,
ethical and civil education in the military and statutory insti-
tutions. The chaplain coordinates the material with the heads
of military units and statutory bodies, delivers the lectures

to the soldiers, officers and civilian personnel, leads themed
educational workshops, organizes seminars-conferences, doc-
umentary film screening and discussions, and pilgrimage trips.

In the service units and training grounds

In order to get familiar with and to get a better understand-
ing of the life, challenges, expectations, and problems of the
military service people and statutory staff, and operational
specifics of various military and statutory organizations, the
chaplain of Kaunas garrisons makes an effort to visit the mil-
itary units and statutory bodies as often as possible. He uses
every opportunity to participate in military training exercises
organized by the military units and attends the international
peacekeeping missions.

Bendra malda misijos Afganistane metu

Joint prayer at the time of the mission in Afghanistan

Adventas dr. Jono Basanaviciaus karo medicinos tarnyboje

Advent in the Military Medical Service of Dr. Jonas Basanavicius
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Kapelionatas siekia kuo daugiau bendradarbiauti tarptautiniu
lygiu, kad jgyty naujos sielovadinés, socialinés patirties.

Maltos kariy piligrimy vizitas

2012 m. rudenj Kauno Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Jgulos) bazny-
Cios Pastoracinés ir ekonominiy reikaly tarybos nariy grupé,
vadovaujama kun. Artiro Kazlausko, vyko j piligrimine kelione
i Malta. Organizuoti piligrimyste Maltoje padéjo ir piligrimais
kelionéje riipinosi Maltos kariuomenés kapelionas kun. Joe

M. Meli. Tuomet uzsimezgé draugiski santykiai tarp Kauno jgu-
los ir Maltos kariuomenés kapelionaty. Kauno jgulos piligrimai
pakvieté Maltos kariuomenés kapeliong su kariy grupe atvykti

i Lietuva. Atsiliepdami j §j kvietima, 2013 m. rugséjo 8-15 d.
Kauno jgulos kapelionate vieséjo Maltos kariy piligrimy grupé,
vadovaujama Maltos kariuomenés kapeliono kun. J. M. Meli.
Piligrimus i§ Maltos pasitiko ir vizito programa Lietuvoje rtpi-
nosi Kauno jgulos kapelionato kapelionas kpt. Tomas Karklys.
Sveciams buvo pristatyta Kauno jgulos kapelionato veikla, suor-
ganizuota pazintiné kelioné po Lietuva.

Maltos kariy piligrimy vizitas

The visit of pilgrim soldiers from Malta

The chaplain aims to increase the international cooperation
in order to gain more social experience and experience of
pastoral care.

The visit of pilgrim soldiers from Malta

In the fall of 2012, the group of members of the Council of
Pastoral Care and Economic Affairs of Kaunas St. Michael the
Archangel (the Garrison) Church, lead by the priest Artiras
Kazlauskas, went on a pilgrimage trip to Malta. The military
chaplain of Malta, priest Joe M. Meli, helped to organize the
pilgrimage and took care of the pilgrims. A friendly relationship
began between the chaplains of Kaunas garrison and the mili-
tary chaplains of Malta. The pilgrims of Kaunas garrison invited
military chaplain of Malta to come to Lithuania with the group
of soldiers. The invitation was accepted. On August 8-15, 2013
the group of pilgrim soldiers from Malta, lead by the military
chaplain priest J. M. Meli, came to visit the Military Chaplain

of Kaunas garrison. The chaplain of Kaunas garrison, captain
Tomas Kurklys met the pilgrims from Malta and took care of
the programme. The activities of Kaunas Military Chaplain

were introduced to the guests, and a tour around Lithuania was

Maltos kariy vizitas Juozo Vitkaus inZinerijos batalione

The visit of pilgrim soldiers from Malta to Juozas Vitkus
Engineer Battalion
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Latvijos karo kapeliony vizitas

The visit of Latvian military chaplains

Latvijos karo kapeliony vizitas

2014 m. spalio 5-10 d. Kauno jgulos kapelionate vieséjo septy-
ni Latvijos karo kapelionai, vadovaujami vyriausiojo kapeliono
Elmars Plavins. Baltijos $aliy kapeliony pratyby metu Nemen-
¢inéje Latvijos karo kapelionus pavieséti kapelionate pakvieté
Kauno jgulos kapelionato kapelionas kpt. Tomas Karklys.
Vie$nagés metu kapelionai buvo supazindinti su Kauno Jgu-
los bazny¢ia ir jos istorija, kapelionato istorija ir veikla. Buvo
surengtos ekumeninés pamaldos. Sveciai susipazino su Kauna
garsinanc¢iomis lankytinomis vietomis.

The visit of Latvian military chaplains

On October 5-10, 2014 seven military chaplains from Latvia,
lead by the senior chaplain Elmars Plavins, visited the Military
Chaplain of Kaunas garrison. During the practice of chaplains
of the Baltic States, which took place in Nemenciné, the chap-
lain of Kaunas Military Chaplain, captain Tomas Karklys invited
Latvian military chaplains to come for a visit. Kaunas Garrison
Church, the history of the church, the history and activities of
the Military Chaplain were introduced to the chaplains during
the visit, and ecumenical service was organized. The guests had
also visited the places of interested, which make Kaunas famous.

JAV kariuomenés kapeliono kpt. Kennetho D. Gillespie vizitas
The visit of the USA military chaplain, Kenneth D. Gillespie

JAV kariuomenés kapeliono kpt. Kennetho D. Gillespie vizitas

2015 m. kovo 2-6 d. Estijos Alu miestelyje esancioje savanoriy
pajégy mokykloje vyko Baltijos $aliy karo kapeliony pratybos.
Lietuvos, Latvijos ir Estijos karo kapelionai sémési patirties i§
savo kolegy norvegy, suomiy ir amerikiec¢iy.

Po $iy pratyby kapeliono kpt. Tomo Karklio kvietimu kovo

8 d., sekmadienj, Kauno jgulos kapelionate apsilanké JAV
kariuomenés kapelionas, besiripinantis savo $alies kariy, at-
liekan¢iy misija trijose Baltijos Salyse ir Lenkijoje, sielovada
kpt. Kenneth D. Gillespie. Buvo aptarti JAV kariy Lietuvoje
sielovadiniai poreikiai. Sve¢iams paruosta turininga programa.

The visit of the USA military chaplain, Kenneth D. Gillespie

On March 2-6, 2015 the practice of the military chaplains of
the Baltic States took place in the school of volunteer forces,
located in Alu town, Estonia. Military chaplains from Lithua-
nia, Latvia and Estonia have been learning from the colleagues
from Norway, Finland and the USA.

After this practice, invited by the chaplain captain Tomas Karlys,
the USA military chaplain captain Kenneth D. Gillespie, who
provides pastoral care to the soldier of his country, who came on
a mission to the Baltic states and Poland, came to the Military
Chaplain of Kaunas garrison. The pastoral care needs for the
USA soldiers, who are present in Lithuania, had been discussed.
An interesting programme was prepared for the guests.
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Jaunimo sielovada (Sv. Seimos bendruomené)

Kauno Sv. arkangelo Mykolo (Igulos) baznycioje vyksta pa-
siruo$imas Sutvirtinimo sakramentui, gieda jaunimo choras,
veikia teatro studija, dalyvaujama rekolekcijose. Kas ménesj
organizuojamas renginys jaunimui - ,, Atsivertimo dienos, kur
sustojama ir jsiklausoma j Dievo Zodi.

Susirinkus didesnei grupei, organizuojamas tikéjimo pazinimo
ir gilinimo kursas ,, Alfa“ jaunimui, kurj sudaro mokymai, dis-
kusijos grupelése ir savaitgalio i§vyka kurso viduryje.

Sekmadieniais dalis bendruomenés nariy ir savanoriy renkasi
patarnauti varg$y valgykloje. Susitikimy metu gaminamas
valgis, kartu pietaujama, meldziamasi su susirenkandiais varg-
$ais, bendraujama.

Organizuojami susitikimai su Kauno nepilnameciy tardymo
izoliatoriaus-pataisos namy burio vaikinais, per kuriuos zai-
dziami bendruomeniniai zaidimai, giedamos giesmés ir dina-
miskai pristatomi mokymai tikéjimo temomis.

Pastoral care for youth (The Community of Holy Family)

Preparation for Confirmation, the youth choir, the theatre stu-
dio and retreats take place at Kaunas St. Michael the Archangel
(the Garrison) Church. The youth event under the title “The
Days of Conversion” is organized every month, where every-
one stops for a moment to listen to the Word of God.

When a larger group comes together, the faith cognition and
deepening course “Alpha” for youth, which consists of educa-
tional classes, group discussion and weekend trips in the mid-
dle of the course, is being organized.

On Sundays, several community members and volunteers get
together to serve at the canteen for poor. The meals are being
prepared, members take time to dine together, pray along with
the poor and communicate.

The meetings are organized with the young men from Kaunas
Juvenile Remand Prison, when community games are being
played, religious songs are sung and educational classes cover-

ing the faith themes are dynamically delivered.

Jaunimo choras
Youth choir

Jaunimo choras su jaunimo bendruomene

Youth choir and youth community



Seimy sielovada

Kauno jgulos bendruomenéje daug démesio skiriama $eimy
sielovadai, ypa¢ kariy ir pareigiiny Seimoms. Siekiama, kad ka-
pelionato $eimos tapty autentiskais tvirto tikéjimo Zidiniais,
suvienytais vienos ir visuotinés Kataliky Bazny¢ios.

Kiekvieng sekmadienj i§ karto po $v. Misiy $eimy sielovados
vadovas kvie¢ia §eimas j bendruomenés susirinkimus. Siy susiti-
kimy metu vyksta teminiai uzsiémimai, skaitomas ir nagrinéja-
mas Sventasis Rastas, bendrai §ven¢iamos $ventés ir minéjimai.

Pastoral care for the families

A great deal of attention is being paid to the pastoral care for
the families in Kaunas garrison community, and especially for
the families of soldiers and officers. It is aimed to make the
families of Military Chaplain an authentic hearth of a strong
faith, united by one and global Catholic Church.

Every Sunday, after the Holly Mass, the head of pastoral care
for the families invites the families to come to community
meetings. Themed educational workshops take place, the Hol-
ly Bible is being read and studied, and holidays or commemo-
rations are being celebrated together.

Seimos bendruomenés susitikimo metu

At the family community meeting

Bendruomené / Community

Vaiky sielovada

Kiekvieno sekmadienio $§v. MiSiose didelis démesys skiriamas
vaikams. Jose dalyvauja vaikai, besiruosiantys Pirmajai Ko-
munijai. Siekiama MiSias priartinti prie mazutéliy, kad jiems
Eucharistijos §ventimas buty gyvas ir artimas.

Kiekvieng sekmadienj i$ karto po $v. Misiy vaiky sielovados
grupés vadoveé kviecia j vaiky bendruomenés susirinkimus,
kurie vyksta Igulos bazny¢ios rasyje. Siy susitikimy metu 7ai-
dziama, uzsiimama kirybine veikla, artéjant didziosioms mety
$ventéms ruosiamos $ventinés programos.

Pastoral care for children

A great deal of attention is paid to children during the Holly
Mass every Sunday. The children who are preparing for the
First Communion participate in the service. The Mass is being
adapted to the interests of the little ones, so the celebration of
Eucharist would feel live and close.

Every Sunday, after the Holly Mass, the groups of pastoral
care invite the children to come to the community meet-
ings, which take place in the cellars of the Garrison Church.
Games are being played, creative activities take place, and
festive programmes are being prepared for the celebration of
major holidays.

Sekmadienio uzsiémimas su vaikais

Sunday sessions with children
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